NATIONAL
PARKS

Headquarters
Singapore Botanic Gardens
1 Cluny Road, Singapore 259569

Tel: (65) 64717808, Fox: (65) 64723033

nparks_mailbox@nparks.gov.sg
www.nparks.gov.sg

www. facebook.com/nparksbuzz
www. twitter.com/nparksbuzz
instagram.com/nparksbuzz

A”fq Lﬁ\@ Statutory Board

1 March 2018

Our Ref: NP/PTR/Circular/2018/02

Dear Sir
REVISION TO PLANTING AREA PROVISION REQUIREMENTS WITHIN PREMISES
Aim

This circular informs developers, building owners, architects, engineers and
relevant industry practitioners of the changes to the planting area provision requirements
within premises.

Green Buffer — Alternative Configurations

4 Currently, green buffer is provided along the front boundary of premises adjoining
or abutting a public road at a uniform width of 3.0m or 5.0m.

3 Moving forward, there can be varying width of green buffer (minimum 2.0m), while
keeping the total area of the green buffer along each side of the premises unchanged. The

total area is calculated based on current guideline of 3.0m or 5.0m width multiplied by the
length of the green buffer for that side of the premises.

Planting Area at Open Air Parking Area

Alternative Configurations

4 Currently, planting area at open air parking area is either 2.0m or 4.0m wide,

~depending on the design and location of the parking lots.

5 Moving forward, there can be varying width (minimum 1.0m for turf/shrubs and 2.0m
for trees) of planting area along and/or in-between parking lots, while keeping the total
area of the plating area within each row of parking lots unchanged. In addition, the
configuration of planting area should still allow for trees to be planted at not more than two
lots’ length (for parallel parking) or three lots’ width (for angled parking) apart.
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Sheltered Parking Lots

6 When shelters are affixed directly to the building which is adjacent to the parking
area, provision of planting area can be challenging and impractical.

7 Moving forward, when such shelters cover more than half (>50%) of the parking
lots, green roof or trellis planting that are designed to cover the shelter completely will be
accepted in lieu of the planting area.

Parking Lot Surface Treatment

8 Currently, parking lots are to be laid using grass pavers if at least one quarter of its
area is open to the sky.

9 Moving forward, grass pavers will only be required if at least half (250%) of the
parking lot is open to sky. In addition, lush shrub planting within the planting areas can be
accepted in lieu of grass pavers. The planting area for shrubs must also interspace the
parking area at not more than four lots’ length (for parallel parking) and seven lots' width
(for angled parking).

More Types of Allowable Structures within Planting Area
10 Permanent development signage, garden elements such as benches, trellis and
small sculptures, and water features will be allowed within the planting areas'. With

sensitive planning and design, these structures should be well-integrated with the
landscaping and still allow for regularly-spaced planting of trees.

Effective Date
11 This circular takes effect on 5 March 2018.

12 For more details, please refer to Annex A or NParks’ handbook on “Guidelines on
Greenery Provision and Tree Conservation for Developments” available at
www.nparks.gov.sg

' Please note the development would still need to comply with the Urban Redevelopment Authority
(URAY's prevailing guidelines on height control for structures within the building setback.
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Clarifications

13 Kindly convey the contents of this circular to your members. For queries concerning
this circular, please contact Ms Eunice Ong at 64717893 (email:

Eunice ONG@nparks.gov.sg) or Ms Norhayati Rahmat at 64717357 (email:
Norhayati RAHMAT@nparks.gov.sq).

Thank you.

Yours faithfully

v

Ang Wei Ping (Ms)

Group Director (Acting), Policy & Planning
for Commissioner of Parks and Recreation
National Parks Board

Encl.



Annex A

REVISION TO PLANTING AREA PROVISION REQUIREMENTS WITHIN PREMISES

Alternative
configuration for green
buffer

3.0m Wide
* Green Buffer line
* Road Reserve line/

Boundary Line

| Affected Green Bulfer is replaced along |

| same side of the development boundary !
I |

| Total configured green buffer area |
| 2 tofal original green buffer area

D Total original green buffer area (108 sqm|

Total configured green buffer area (110 sqm)

o Varying width of green buffer will be allowed (minimum
2.0m)

o Total area of green buffer must remain the same, with the
areas to be displaced along the same side of the
development boundary

Alternative
configurations for
planting area at open
air parking area

» Varying width of planting areas will be allowed along
e Total area of the planting area for each individual row of

e Configuration of the planting area must allow for trees to

}

Iree planting area with min 2.0m clear width

i

« Tolal configured planting !
. area (24 sqm) H
' = Original planting area
| provision

veidth

max spacing of three lots

and/or in-between parking lots
parking lots should remain the same

be planted at a maximum spacing of three lots’ width for
angled parking
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e All planting ;féas should have a minfmum 1.0m clea
width, except for those planting areas designated for tree
planting must have a minimum 2.0m clear width

I Total configured planting
area (56.1 sqm)

2 Original planting area
provision

Min 1.0m dear width Tree planted at max spacing of two lots length

o Configuration of the planting area must allow for trees to
be planted at a maximum spacing of two lots’ length for
parallel parking

i Parking lots obutting building with extension
. of roof or permanent roof fixture
I [Note: Temporary canopies are not allowed)

Interlocking
Pavers

Green Roof
—-* Line of 1" Storey Roof

}
|
|
1
Interfocking

Pavers

e For parking area directly adjacent to a building, where
there are shelters affixed directly to the building and cover




n half (>50%) of the parking lots, NParks wo
allow for green roof or trellis planting on the shelter in lieu
of the planting area

The green roof or trellis planting should be designed to
cover the shelter completely

Alternative parking lot
surface treatments

Min 1.0m clear width with shrub planting
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Wider Parking
Lot Size Planting Area

Shrub planting within the planting areas can now be
accepted in lieu of grass pavers

Planting area, of minimum 1.0m width, should be
implemented at maximum spacing of seven lots width for
angled parking and up to a maximum spacing of four lots
length for parallel parking




