
This brochure features 

good gardening 

practices to prevent 

mosquito breeding while 

gardening at home or in 

community gardens.

We hope this brochure 

helps you to enjoy the 

therapeutic effects of 

gardening while keeping 

your community free 

of mosquitoes!

Gardening
Practices 
to Prevent
Mosquito 
Breeding

About 
Community in Bloom

Community in Bloom (CIB) is 

a programme that was launched by the 

National Parks Board (NParks) in 2005. 

It aims to nurture a gardening culture among 

Singaporeans by encouraging and facilitating 

community gardening efforts. 

It is also an opportunity to build community 

bonds and strengthen social resilience 

in our City in Nature.

Tip #2: Apply mosquito larvicide to 

plant parts that collect water

Add BTI to plant parts that collect water. When 
using BTI, follow the manufacturer's 
recommendations. Do note that BTI is 
environmentally friendly and safe for plants and 
animals, such as mammals, birds and fish.

Tip #1: Introduce small fish to large water-
containing pots or tanks, and ponds

Platies and guppies eat mosquito larvae and they 
help to add a point of interest to the garden.

Growing Aquatic and
Semi-aquatic Plants

Aquatic and semi-aquatic plants such as water lilies 
and sedges can add interest to a garden. These 
need to be grown fully or partially submerged in 
water. Here are some tips to enjoy them while 
preventing mosquitoes from breeding.

For more information, visit our website at
www.nparks.gov.sg/cib or email us at
CommunityInBloom@nparks.gov.sg 

For more information on plants in Singapore,
visit NParks Flora & Fauna Web at 
www.nparks.gov.sg/florafaunaweb

For more gardening resources and tips, visit 
go.gov.sg/gardening-resources

To learn more about our City in Nature, 
scan the QR code or visit 
www.nparks.gov.sg/CityInNature

Tip #2: Apply mosquito larvicide to the 
water

Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis(BTI) granules 
are a natural larvicide. They are environmentally 
friendly and safe for plants and aquatic animals.   

BTI granules may be in loose 
pellets or in a ‘dunk’ form.

BTI can be added 
to the ‘cups’ of 
pitcher plants to 
prevent mosquitoes 
from breeding.

Growing Plants that 
Collect Water

Some plants such as the Giant Taro (Alocasia
macrorrhizos) and bromeliads (plants from the 
pineapple family, Bromeliaceae) may accumulate 
water in their leaf sheaths. Here are some tips to 
prevent this.

Tip #1: Flush water ‘pockets’ in plants 
thoroughly and frequently

Using fresh water from a hose or watering can,  
flush out water-collecting ‘pockets’ frequently (daily 
or every other day) to displace accumulated water 
and remove any mosquito eggs and larvae.

Giant TaroBromeliads
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