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What Are Pollinators?

Pollinators are animals that move pollen
from the male anther of a flower to the
female stigma of a flower. This results in
the fertilisation of the flower, which then
leads to the development of fruits and
seeds. Bees generally fall under two
categories of pollinator:

Generalist Pollinator

* An animal that visits a wide range of
flowers and are not restricted to specific
species or plant family.

» Generalists tend to favour flowers that
are open, with easily accessible pollen
and nectar.

Buzz Pollinator

* Aninsect that is able to buzz at a
specific frequency to release pollen
from buzz-pollinated plants such as the
Singapore Rhododendron (Melastoma
malabathricum) and Eggplant (Solanum
melongena).

* Buzz pollination can only be conducted
by a few kinds of bees, such as the large
carpenter bees (genus Xylocopa), pearly-
banded bees (genus Nomia), and digger
bees (genus Amegilla). Buzz-pollinated
plants rely on these bees for pollination.

About
Community in Bloom

Community in Bloom (CIB) is
a programme that was launched by the
National Parks Board (NParks) in 2005.

It aims to nurture a gardening culture among
Singaporeans by encouraging and facilitating
community gardening efforts.

It is also an opportunity to build community
bonds and strengthen social resilience

in our City in Nature.
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Share your love for nature and animals at
#NParksBuzz #AnimalBuzzSG

For more information, visit our website at
www.nparks.gov.sg/cib or email us at
CommunityInBloom@nparks.gov.sg

For more information on plants in Singapore,
visit NParks Flora & Fauna Web at
www.nparks.gov.sg/florafaunaweb

For more gardening resources and fips, visit
go.gov.sg/gardening-resources

To learn more about our City in Nature,
scan the QR code or visit
www.nparks.gov.sg/about-us/city-in-nature

The Importance of Bees

Around 70% of native flora in Southeast Asian
lowland forests depend on bee pollination.
Bees are also key players for forest health and
connectivity as they carry pollen over different
forest patches, ensuring genetic diversity for a
host of tropical tree species. Bees pollinate the
majority of our food crops, including the
Sponge Gourd (Luffa cylindrica),

Cashew (Anacardium occidentale) and
Tomato (Lycopersicon esculentum).

You can help bees by planting their favourite

plants, and reducing pesticide use in your
garden!
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This brochure features 10
common bees found in
parks and gardens in
Singapore. Bees in
Singapore are incredibly
diverse, with around 120
species found in habitats
ranging from forests to
rooftop gardens. We hope
that this brochure will help
you identify some common
bees in your garden, and
help you appreciate our

busy friends better.
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How Do | Interact with Bees?

Bees foraging in parks and gardens will
not sting unless provoked. Hang around
the bees’ favourite flowers and you are
likely to see them visiting from 8 am to

12 noon, and sometimes even in the early
afternoon and evening. You may even see
bees flitting in and out of their nests in
wooden poles, branches and even the soil!

However, if you see a honey bee hive,
please keep your distance. Do not disturb
the honey bees, as they will attack if they
sense that their hive is threatened.
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