
Exclusion Methods
Excluding pathogens from an 

area to prevent them from 
becoming established 

This includes:

•Checking seeds for fungi 
before planting
•Using sterilised

gardening equipment

Avoidance Methods
Avoiding the introduction of diseases 

into an area

This includes:  

•Practisingcrop rotation  
•Using Neem oil and other horticultural oils 

to create a chemical barrier between plant 
surfaces and potential pathogens

•Removing infected plant parts promptly 
and disposing of them properly in 
sealed bags away from the garden

Eradication Methods
Removing pathogens before they 

become prevalent in an area

This includes: 

•Destroying weeds that may be reservoirs 
for pathogens through biological 

control methods
•Controlling weeds through crop rotation
•Solarising the soil (using the sun’s energy 

to raise soil temperature and kill 
soil-borne pathogens) before planting      

the next crop cycle

This brochure features 

10 common plant 

diseases found in 

community gardens. 

Plant diseases are mostly 

caused by the following 

agents: fungi,     

bacteria and viruses. 

We hope that this 

brochure will encourage 

you to practise 

Integrated Disease 

Management to prevent 

plant diseases in the 

garden and promote 

better plant health.

For more information, visit our website at
www.nparks.gov.sg/cib or email us at
CommunityInBloom@nparks.gov.sg

For more information on plants in Singapore,
visit NParks Flora & Fauna Web at 

florafaunaweb.nparks.gov.sg

Know

Common
Diseases

of 
Edible
Plants

About 
Community In Bloom

Community In Bloom (CIB) is 

a programme that was launched by the 

National Parks Board (NParks) in 2005. 

It aims to nurture a gardening culture 

among Singaporeans by encouraging and 

facilitating community gardening efforts. 

It is also an opportunity to build community 

bonds and strengthen social resilience.

Integrated 
Disease 

Management 
is a strategy that aims to control 

pathogens through a combination of 

exclusion, avoidance and eradication 

methods. It involves the use of 

biological control, change of cultural 

practices, and mechanical controls to 

prevent plant diseases 

in the garden.

Benefits of an Integrated Disease 

Management programme:

1. Reduce the occurrence of disease 

attack in the edible plants

2. Less harmful to the environment

3. Environmentally friendly 

and affordable

10

Methods that can be incorporated
into an Integrated Disease 
Management programme:

http://www.nparks.gov.sg/cib
mailto:CommunityInBloom@nparks.gov.sg
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