
Biological Control
The use of natural chemicals and 
existing predators in the garden 

to control pest populations

This includes:

•Neem oil and other horticultural oils 
•DIY non-chemical pesticides such as 

chilli, garlic and onion spray
•Attracting natural predators 

such as ladybugs and 
lacewings 

Cultural Control
Altering the environment, the condition of 

the host plant, or the behavior of the pest to 
prevent or suppress an infestation or infection

This includes:  

•Checking for and removing pests regularly
•Growing plants in clean soil

•Providing optimal amounts of water and 
sunlight for plants

•Applying fertilisersappropriately
•Ensuring good air circulation around plants 

(frequent pruning to thin out dense shrubs)
•Removing infected plant parts promptly 

and properly by placing them in 
bags and disposing of them away 

from the garden

Mechanical Control
The use of traps, screens, barriers, 

fences and nets to prevent pest activity 
or to remove pests from an area

This includes: 

•Setting up sticky traps to trap flying insect pests
•Setting up pheromone traps

•Wrapping fruits with paper or plastic to prevent 
insects from laying eggs

•Use of nets or netted structures over planting 
beds or plants to physically prevent the pests 

from coming into contact with the plants 
•Removal of larger pests such as 

beetles, caterpillars and
snails by hand 

This brochure features 

10 common pests found 

in community gardens. 

Pests are organisms that 

cause damage or injury 

to plants. They can be 

insects, microorganisms 

or fungi. We hope that 

this brochure will 

encourage you to 

practise Integrated Pest 

Management to create 

conditions that are 

unfavourable for 

targeted pests, resulting 

in better plant health.

For more information, visit our website at
www.nparks.gov.sg/cib or email us at
CommunityInBloom@nparks.gov.sg

For more information on plants in Singapore,
visit NParks Flora & Fauna Web at 

florafaunaweb.nparks.gov.sg

Know

Common
Pests

of
Edible
Plants

About 
Community In Bloom

Community In Bloom (CIB) is 

a programme that was launched by the 

National Parks Board (NParks) in 2005. 

It aims to nurture a gardening culture 

among Singaporeans by encouraging and 

facilitating community gardening efforts. 

It is also an opportunity to build community 

bonds and strengthen social resilience.

Integrated Pest 
Management 
is a strategy that focuses on the 

long-term prevention of pests through 

a combination of techniques such as 

biological control, change of cultural 

practices and/or mechanical control. 

Whenever possible, these techniques 

should be used on pests when they are 

at their most susceptible, 

to maximiseeffectiveness.

Benefits of an Integrated Pest 

Management programme:

•Less harmful to the ecosystem

•Does not affect non-targeted 

animals, unlike most pesticides

•Environmentally friendly 

and affordable
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Methods that can be 
incorporated into an Integrated Pest 

Management programme:

http://www.nparks.gov.sg/cib
mailto:CommunityInBloom@nparks.gov.sg
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