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After traversing the TreeTop Walk

There are interegting plant speciesyou can look out
for asyou walk up the ight of stairsafter crossirg
the suspension bridge. Try to spot the Wild Torch
Ginger with itslong underground stems (rhizomes),
as well asthe Calophyllum speciesthat isof the
same plant family asthat of the Mangosteen. You
can identify thistree from the distinctive markings
of parallel lineson itsbark.

Rest stops

There are a rumber of small sheltered hutswhere
you can stop to regt and enjoy the surrounding
forest. While the forest may appear peaceful and
quiet, there isactually adiverse range of wildlife
around like Clouded Monitor Lizards, Plantain
Squirrels, giant forest antsand butter i esthat will
appearto the person with observant eyes You
might also be able to catch sight of shiny skinks
that belong to the lizard family basking in the sun.
Sinksare commonly seen and they include species
such asthe Common Sun Skink. Animalsthat are
present but less often seen include the Pangolin,
the Malayan Colugo and the Spny Hill Terrapin.

At Tampinis Hut, remain quiet and see if you

can spot animalslike monkeysup in the trees.
Behind Medang Hut, look out for the Chempedek
(Artocarpusinteger ). Its owersare pollinated by a
type of midge that isdrawn to the scent given o

by the fungusthat liveson the male owers. Pick
up a died leafand feel itsunderside. Wiry hairs
along the midrib of the leafgive it aunique “velcro”
property! Remember to return the leafback to the
ground asevery sngle leaf, branch and organic

matter have important rolesin the survival of
our forests

The Terantang Hut and Macaranga Hut arethe
two other rest stopson thistrail.

>0
Tiny Wetland Habitat

After you crossthe pipeline, you may be able to spot
awild duriantree or two on thisportion of the trail.
The wild durian (Durio singaporensis ) containsvery
little esh,unlike the commercial durians we e&. The
wild durian sharessimilar characteristics asthe King of
Fruits, especially the shimmery pale underside of the
leavesand the thornson the fruit. Atter you spot the
King of Ruits, you will eventually reach a kridge with
asmall streamrunning undemeath it. Thisstream
servesasatiny wetland habitat for wildlife such as
dragon iesand other aquatic life. Dragon y nymphs
are known to feed on mosquito larvae in the stream.
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Sime Track

The path that leadsyou out of the forest isknown as
Sme Track. Thistrack will take you past the fourth rest
stop from Terantang Hut to the Ranger Sation. From
the Ranger Sation, embark on the last leg of your
journey and head back to return to Venus Drive.

We hope you have enjoyed your walk on thistrail.
For another intimate encounter with flora and
fauna, embark on Prunus Trail or Chemperai Trail at
The MacRitchie Boardwalks. To obtain another DIY
trail-guide on a walking trail in one of Singapore’s
parks, visit www.nparks.gov.sg/eguides.
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