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E-Bridge Pre-School

Member of EtonHouse International Education Group

E-Bridge Pre-School offers an inquiry based programme that is
engaging and addresses children’s learning outcomes,
encompassing skills, attitudes and knowledge across all domains
of development. At E-Bridge Pre-School, children are respected
as unique individuals and are offered meaningful learning
experiences.
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Learning Disposition: Sense of Wonder and Curiosity




N2 Inquiry: All about NParks in
Singapore |

* During outdoor experience, a dragonfly was
chanced upon.

* A child said, “Ms Jesslyn, this looked like the
common parasol dragonfly that we watched
from the CD on “Peeky the Pangolin explores
Singapore, a City In A Garden”.

* His conversation with the teacher sparked the
interest of other children about local fauna even
further.

Learning Disposition: Sense of Wonder and Curiosity



K1 Inquiry: How doplan:ts gro-W?__u

e K1s explored the environment around the
school

e “How do plants grow?”, “Why are some of
the leaves yellow?”, “Why do some plants
have flowers?”

 This sparked their interest to learn more
about plants and together we started the
inquiry on ‘How Plants Grow?’.

Learning Disposition: Sense of Wonder and Curiosity
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-Embark inquiry on local flof; and fauna

-Opportunity for Innovation Guidance Project

-“Our City in A Garden” linked to our inquiry
topic

Learning Disposition: Sense of Wonder and Curiosity
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Foster relatlonshlps betwe‘e‘h the school
families and community

Provide opportunities for children to
contribute to society

To support children’s in-born dispositions to
learn and investigate

Foster a wide range of skills for children



Parks and Nature Reserves

Summary of

Conservation

 How do we conserve parks
and nature reserves? -
 What happens if thereare =~
no flora or fauna in
Singapore?

How many parks and nature
reserves does Singapore

have? -
How are parks different

from nature reserves?

What can | do in the parks?

Local Animals

* Types of local animals/insects

*  Where can we find these
animals/ insects?
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* How is it useful?
~* Why s it important?
“e Can we live without it?
* Animal — Plant relationships

Singapore: NParks In Singapore
A City In A Garden * How does it help Singapore to
be a garden city?

» Through gardens, parks and
nature

» Through activities

» Learning for schools and

v families

» Festivals and events

» Enrich Biodiversity in our
urban environment

Local Plants
* What are heritage plants?
e Types of local plants

Learning Disposition: Sense of Wonder and Curiosity
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Possible Lines of Inquiry

*  How many parks and nature reserves does Singapore have?
*  How are parks different from nature reserves?

* How do we conserve parks and nature reserves?

*  What happens if there are no flora or fauna in Singapore?

*  How can | bring about biodiversity to the children in the classrooms (indoor/ outdoor)?

Learning Goals

The Child as a Social/Cultural Being:

* Team membership and leadership skills, the ability to interact positively with their peers and adults, to respect and value their own an other’s ideas.

* Foster relationships between the school, families and community

The Child as a Communicator:

» Self-expression and creativity communication of ideas, thoughts and feelings using a wide variety of symbolic languages (pretend play, painting,
drawing, constructing, dancing and singing)

The Thinking Child:

* Demonstrates curiosity in, and wonders about, the world, people, events and situations

* To support children’s in-born dispositions to learn and investigate

The Physical Child:

* Use their bodies to express ideas, thoughts and feelings

The Child of the 21t Century:

* Ask questions to confirm or clarify an understanding

* Display understanding of cause and effect and predict outcomes/results

* Make simple recordings (e.g. drawing, making 3-D models) of their observations and findings (NEL)

* Provide opportunities for children to contribute to society




Charles: “I’'m starting to roll my clay
into balls first okay.”

Caden: “I’'m going to poke holes on
the body on the forest fighting fish.”

(lI'

Darius: “I’'m doing the orlental pied

hornbill. And it’s sitting on the
branches.”




‘The child ! -

is made of one hundred.

~The child has

‘A hundred languages

A hundred hands

A hundred thoughts

A hundred ways of thinking
Of playing, of speaking.

A hundred always a hundred
Ways of listening of marveling of loving
A hundred joys

For singing and understanding
A hundred worlds

To discover

A hundred worlds

To invent

A hundred worlds

To dream

The child has

A hundred languages

(and a hundred hundred hundred more)
But they steal ninety-nine.

They tell the child;

To think without hands

To do without head

To listen and not to speak

To understand without joy
To love and to marvel

Only at Easter and Christmas
They tell the child:

To discover the world already there
And of the hundred

They steal ninety-nine.

They tell the child:

That work and play

Reality and fantasy

Science and imagination

Sky and earth

Reason and dream

Are things

That do not belong together
And thus they tell the child
That the hundred is not there

The child says: NO WAY the hundred is there

The school and the culture Poem by: Loris Malaguzzi

Separate the head from the body.



We grew 4 types of beans and
observed which grew the fastest.

The children grew Sunflower and Roselle
plants and recorded their observations over
a few weeks.




Gardening roots

We bought Greenhouses for children
to keep their plants outside the
classroom. They used their outdoor
time in the morning to water their
plants and also observe any changes
(new leaves growing) and recorded in
their journals.

The class learnt about root vegetables and

planted carrots, potatoes and ginger. They

observed that the carrot plant grew leaves
after a few days.




Learnmg Journey:
Sungel Buloh Wetland Reserve

Our first learning journey

Learnt about the different flora and fauna
which cannot be found in the parks nearby

Great opportunity to expose the children to a
natural environment

A first hand experience with the local plants
and animals
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Children’s Reflections

» “What are the soundsthat you hear right
now?” - Facilitator

» “Why are there roots growing out of those
trees (pointing to the mangroves)?” — Shane

» “ Birds nest ferns look like a nest.” — Hong Ray

» “What can you see near the water?” —
Facilitator

> “Look the Plantain Squirrel is eating
something on the tree!” — Anabel



Terrarium Workshop

Due to current issue in Singapore — haze situation

Children brainstormed about conserving local
flora

A collective decision made by the children
To conduct a Terrarium Workshop

Involved parents to foster home-school
partnership

Raised awareness about conserving local flora
To collaborate with people in the community



T A VPR B Shane: “Ms Jesslyn, |

% e A ‘% o . _addin the coloured
NZIaSS - " sand now.”

Kaizhe’s mum: “Kaizhe, let’s pour in the sand
slowly.”

Bernice’s mum: “What should we do after
pouring the sand?”
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Anabel: “I put the gravel at
bottom of the glass jar first.”

the jar.”

Zi Tong: “We need
to spray the plant
before we close

The parents worked with their
children as they listened to the step-
by-step instructions given.
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Children’s Reflections

»“ Can you remember the steps to make a
closed terrarium?”

» “1 wonder whether my plant will survive
inside the container.”

» “ Do you think these plants in the terrariums
need as much water and sunlight as those
plants grown in the garden?”

» “Will these plants be affected by the haze?”



Learnmg Journey:
Butterfly Park & Insect Kingdom

Another learning journey was to the Butterfly
Park and Insect Kingdom.

The Butterfly Park & Insect Kingdom
showcases a different variety of beautiful
butterflies and interesting insects.

Children had first-hand experiences of our
local fauna.

Children were able to enhance on a variety of
skills i.e logical thinking, communication,
confidence, investigating.



Patrick: “Ms Jesslyn, you
look at the butterfly on
my finger.”

Hong Ray: “Ms Jesslyn, the
iguana skin is rubbery.”




Jaivier: “The pupa

feels very smooth - N . Raphael: “Look! The butterfly

andard.” is walking around my finger!”

KT«

Yide: “The Dragon Head Cricket looks
so scary!”




Children’s Reflections

“Do you know the life cycle of a butterfly?” —
Facilitator

“A butterfly has 4 stages” — Adrian

“A butterfly has 3 body parts” — Rui Feng
“The iguana skin is rubbery.” — Hong Ray
“How long does an iguana live?” - Bernice
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,WD vement of Different Stakeholders
Parents = @‘

" Nature Walk Diary _ e
* Plant Starter Kits | ,a’ o
e Terrarium Workshops
Children
* Learning Journeys (Sungei Buloh & Butterfly Park)
e Terrarium Workshops
Community
* Working hand-in-hand with Nparks (Sungei Buloh)
e Agaperium (Terrarium)
* Sing See Soon Floral & Landscape Pte. Ltd.
Staff
* Created awareness to all levels (PN — K1)
* Area Clean-Up
Management

* Financial Support
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e Child as a Communica

N
.
- s

t— Constructing

v —

= r COLIE &
K- .
-~ *"Th

sentences, Oral Skill A Listening and Comprehension,
Communication, Mark Making, Writing







~ e The Child in a 'Sfézfial? ,_\ulturaFContext — Acceptance

of individual unique strengths and interests, Team
membership and leadership, Negotiation, Sense of
Autonomy




‘e The Thinking
Child— Problem-
Solving and
planning skills;
Logical, critical, \
creative and lateral | §
thinking )




children s

* The Physical Child [}
— Fine Motor
Control, Eye-Hand
Co-ordination,
Visual

Discrimination
Skills
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The Child as an ng
Change— Appreciation of
and respect for the natural
world, Understanding
their role in relation to
social sustainability
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es.and Impact

ther Stakehold’erS“

Awareness of conserving our local flora and fauna

More opportunities for parent-child interaction
Acquiring a new skill (Terrarium Workshop)

.

Working with the community to enhance the
greenery of our city in a garden
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panding on our ou tdoc r garden
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*« Continue working with NPat:ks and residents
committee to expand on our outdoor garden




Continue to raise an
awareness of conservation
to the other levels in the
school




» Continue to prdﬁ\o.té&home—school
partnership




* Parents

* Centre Leaders
* People in our community — Nparks, RC
How?

e Continuous communication with the various
stakeholders — through emails, newsletters,
meetings



-, ¥ Reflection by Centre Leader

This learning journey that our Centre, E-Bridge 178A has gone through was
truly an experience that left an unforgettable mark to the children and
everyone who has played a part to its success. From the wonders of our local
wildlife to educating of the mind about the Flora and Fauna that Singapore
have, it was indeed an eye opener for everyone. The excursions, incursion and
the setting up of our learning environment to suit the inquiry on ‘City in a
Garden’, has produced remarkable conclusion from the children which can
be seen through their artwork, classroom sharing and participation. The
teachers who commendably documented this project from the start has
strongly captured the children’s interest and has successfully deepened the
love and pride for our local nature. We are humbled by the involvement and
support we got from the children’s parents who we believe play an integral
part in this journey and the strong bridge of trusting relationship we have
formed with them lead to the accomplishment of this project.

Ms Wahila
Principal



Reflectlons by Engllsh Class Teachers

| Th|s project gave the chlldren and teachers an opportunity to bring the
outdoors indoors. From there children were able to connect their
thinking with real-life experiences of local flora and fauna.

We also appreciate the parents support in this whole project. It has
definitely built a strong home-school partnership.

Our collaboration with different people in the community such as
NParks, Agaperium and also the Butterfly Park has strengthen our
community and school partnership.

We are very grateful for this opportunity to participate in this project
as it was an unforgettable experience especially for this children.

Jesslyn & Diyanah
Class Teachers



X Reflections ‘byE_ninsh Class Teachers

What do we take from this experience? It is the joy of seeing the
children wanting to take part in conserving our environment and
willingly create their City in a Garden inside the school. A project
where they can pass on to their younger friends in the years to come
and a project that they can call their own and take pride in. To
witness the children take hold of this project and of their learning is
the greatest success of this journey and this brings us the confidence
that this experience will be a lifelong lesson that they will take with
them and most probably share with people that they would come
across in their lifetime. A project that would be conserved and
continued for a long time in our whole Centre is the innovation that
the children have made for themselves and by themselves.

Ms Nina Cruz
Class Teacher



..:._tReﬂections"by Mandarin Teachers
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Liu Hongying

Mandarin Teacher
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Zhang Yiwen

Mandarin Teacher



Paren-Child Partnership

Field Trips

Nature Walk Diary

Terrarium Workshop

Conserving the Environment




Involve parents in learning process

Quality time

Understanding Planting Process




More parent-child opportunities

Satisfied with the project

More such workshops

10

20

30

40




Project Summary

Nurture a culture of innovation

— Allow the childrenand the team of teachers to think
of new initiatives when embarked on this project

Created a sense of appreciation for Singapore’s
flora and fauna

Acquired new skills

Enhanced on home-school partnership within the
centre

Opportunities for children to enhance on their
holistic development

Raise quality in the EC sector



Io-Bridge Pre-School

Member of EtonHouse International Education Group

Thank youl!




