Monkeys
The most commonly seen monkey in Singapore is the Long-tailed
Macaque. There have been frequent sightings in places such as the
Bukit Timah Nature Reserve and Central Catchment Nature Reserve.
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Refrain from Feeding the Monkeys
Monkeys are meant to forage for food in the forest, where there is
sufficient food for them. Feeding them will cause monkeys to associate
people with food and become aggressive towards humans.

What should you do if you encounter
a monkey?
• Stop whatever you are doing immediately.
• Remain calm and quiet. Do not make sudden movements and do
not maintain direct eye contact with the monkey.
• Look away and back off slowly. Do not turn away from the
monkeys and run.
• If you are holding an object that is attracting the monkeys,
discard or conceal it.
• Keep away from the area until the monkeys have left.

Wild Boars
Wild boars can be found in the forests of Central Catchment Nature
Reserve. They are voracious feeders, eating seeds, young plants and
even small animals. Their weight ranges from 50 kg to 100 kg. They
can live for over 20 years. Wild boars start reproducing from a young
age, producing four to eight piglets a year. The population of wild boars
has increased greatly in recent years because of the lack of natural
predators such as tigers and leopards. This has led to
increased interaction with humans.
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What should you do if you encounter
a wild boar?
• Be calm and move slowly away from the animal. Do not approach or
attempt to feed the animal.
• Keep a safe distance and do not corner or provoke the animal. Do
not use flash photography to take pictures of the animal, as the
sudden bright light may provoke it.
• If you see adults with young piglets, leave them alone.
These are potentially more dangerous because they may
attempt to defend their young.

For more information on wild boars and what you should do if
you encounter them, you might like to visit our website:
www.nparks.gov.sg/wildboar .

Monitor Lizards
The most common species of monitor
lizard in Singapore is the Malayan
Water Monitor. It can grow up to 3 m
long. Monitor lizards can be found in
nature reserves or even parks. The
monitor lizard uses its venomous bite
to kill small prey. Its venom has a
relatively mild impact on humans.
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What should you do if you encounter
a monitor lizard?
• Do not be alarmed. These animals will not attack humans unless
provoked or cornered.
• Do not touch, chase or corner them as they may attack in
defence. You are advised to leave them alone. It is fine to
observe them from afar.
• Seek medical attention immediately (in a rare event) that you
are bitten. Although monitor lizards secrete venom, it is not fatal
to humans. The main cause of concern will be bacterial infection
from the bite.

Snakes
There are over 60 species of snakes that are native to Singapore. Most
of them are usually found in nature reserves, such as Bukit Timah
Nature Reserve or Central Catchment Nature Reserve. Snakes can be
occasionally seen at parks as well.
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What should you do if you encounter
a snake?
• Keep calm. Snakes would rather not encounter humans, and it is
probably as scary for them as it is for you.
• Slowly move away from the snake. When you are a safe distance
from the snake, stamp your foot on the ground. In most cases,
the ground vibration would cause the snake to leave.
• Do not try to handle the snake on your own. Snakes usually
leave humans alone, but will defend themselves if they feel
cornered or threatened.

Crocodiles
The crocodile is an amphibious creature that spends most of the day
basking at the water's edge or concealed among vegetation. It hunts
mainly at night in the water for fish and other small animals, but also
scavenges on carrion (the flesh of dead animals). Its eggs are laid in a
specially constructed nest of vegetation and are guarded by the female.
There have been sightings of an Estuarine Crocodile at Sungei Buloh
Wetland Reserve.

What should you do if you encounter a
crocodile at Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve?
• Do stay calm and back away slowly.
• Do not approach, provoke or feed the crocodile.
• Do call the Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve Information
Counter at 6794 1401 if you need assistance.

Turtles
A sea turtle that is often spotted in Singapore waters is the Hawksbill
Turtle. The upper jaw of the Hawksbill Turtle protrudes far beyond the
lower one, giving its mouth the distinctive beak-like shape from which it
gets its name. Females have also been known to come ashore at East
Coast Park to lay eggs.
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What should you do if you encounter
a nesting turtle?
• Keep your distance from the turtle and the eggs. Touching the turtle
may scare or provoke it. Handling the eggs may introduce bacteria
into the nest.
• Talk softly and stay out of sight. Do not shine lights at the
turtle or use flash photography. Light and noise may scare
the turtle, and cause it to leave without laying any eggs.
• Keep clear of tracks left by the turtle. Researchers use the tracks
to identify the species of the turtle and to locate the nest.

For more information...
Check out this series of posters on animal encounters by AVA, NParks
and Wildlife Reserves at www.nparks.gov.sg/animalencounters.

NParks Helpline
In the event of emergency, you can call the 24-hour NParks helpline to
request for assistance:

1800-4717300
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