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Characteristics common to cacti and drought-tolerant plants (Adaptations for living in a desert):
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Observe and Record the following Physical Characteristics. 

Location of Your Cacti Plot:

Physical Characteristics Reading/Observation
Substrate 

•  Describe the type of soil in the plot

Temperature

•  Record the temperature 

•  Time of day: 

•  Is this temperature refl ective of a tropical    
   climate or the conditions in a desert?

Light levels  

•  Record the light level and weather 
   condition (e.g. sunny, cloudy etc.)

•  Is this amount of light refl ective of the 
   conditions in a desert?

Watering

•  How much water do cacti and drought-
   resistant  plants need?

•  Are they being over-watered?

  
Conclusions

•   From your research and   
 measurement of the   
 physical parameters at   
 your cacti plot, how do the  
 conditions compare with  
 that of a desert?

• Are the conditions at the  
 plot suitable for the cacti  
 and drought-resistant   
 plants in your school   
 garden?

• What recommendations   
 would you suggest to   
     provide optimal 
     conditions.


