Social Enterprise Community Urban Farm Grant
Frequently Asked Questions

. Who can qualify for the Social Enterprise Community Urban Farm (SECUF) Grant?

Social Enterprises (SEs) that are registered with Singapore Centre for Social
Enterprise (raiSE) with full membership.

For the Infrastructure Support Grant, the SE applicant must have successfully bidded
for a site pre-identified for SECUF usage.

For the Programming Support Grant, the SE applicant must be prepared to conduct
hands-on edible gardening workshops for seniors and the less privileged communities.

. What are the outcomes NParks hopes to achieve through the grant?

NParks aims to work with the SE sector to establish Social Enterprise Community
Urban Farms (SECUF), as part of the Gardening with Edibles programme that seeks
to strengthen community stewardship and social resilience under Singapore’s City in
Nature vision.

It aims to further promote edibles gardening in the community by serving as gardening
hubs to bring the community together through curated programmes that revolve
around edibles gardening

. Who are the intended beneficiaries of the grant?

The grant aims to benefit the community especially seniors, persons with special needs,
at-risk youths, low-income individuals/families and more.

. What are the key components of the SECUF Grant Scheme?

There are 2 main components for the SECUF Grant Scheme: Infrastructure Support
Grant and Programming Support Grant

Infrastructure Support Grant Programming Support Grant
Purpose To promote the establishment of To promote more social outreach
more SECUFS by providing them | activities by SECUFs through
support for infrastructure costs support for programming costs
Funding cap | 25% of set up cost, subject to 50% of costs incurred to conduct
fundable items and capped at edible gardening programmes,
$500,000 per site subject to fundable items and

capped at $50,000 per SE

Mechanism | Reimbursement mode (once-off upon project completion)




Example of | Pulling of essential services (e.g. | Setting up of light-mode,

fundable water, electricity, waste temporary raised planters (if

items discharge), Preliminaries, required) to conduct edible
Required landscape works growing workshops, procurement
(creation of planting areas or of plant materials, teaching and
purchase of immovable planters), | outreach materials (hardcopy
Creation of allotment gardening notes/brochures etc), trainer fees,

plots, Storage spaces, Soil works, | rental of space, etc.
Professional fees, etc.

. When can SEs apply for the grant?

SEs may apply for the grant from 15 November 2021.

How can SEs apply for the grant?

Interested SE may fill up the query form here and we will get back to you within 3
working days to guide you on the application process accordingly.

Can a SE apply for the grant multiple times?

e For the Infrastructure Support Grant, the SE will not be able to apply for the grant if it
is currently serving its 5 years undertaking period.

e SEs who have applied for the Infrastructure Support Grant cannot tap on the
Programming Support Grant for the same site.

e For the Programming Support Grant, each SE can only submit one application every
6 months and upon fulfilling the targets of the previous application. The maximum
amount of fund any SE can tap on is $50,000.

. What are the criteria that a SE must fulfil to apply for the grant?

e All applicants must be raiSE-registered with full membership.
Applicants are not allowed to double-dip from other government grants of similar
nature, and all corporate/private sponsorships have to be declared at application
stage.

Is there any undertaking if a SE is successful for the grant?

e For the Infrastructure Support Grant, there is an undertaking period of 5 years for SEs
that are successful in their application for the Infrastructure Support Grant. During this
undertaking period, the funded SECUF must be functional and must outreach to 500
people per year.

e For the Programming Support Grant, there is no undertaking period.


https://www.nparks.gov.sg/gardening/gardening-with-edibles/social-enterprise-community-urban-farm-grant

10. If an SE is unable to complete installation works in time, can the SE apply for an
extension?

11.

12.

13.

An SE is able to request for extension if there is a valid reason. However, this will be
subjected to approval.

What is the application process like?

There are 2 stages to the SECUF Grant Scheme — the application stage and
reimbursement stage.

During the application stage, the SE will submit an application for SECUF Grant
Scheme. Once it is approved, a letter of offer will be issued, and it will be valid for 1
year. After which, the SE may begin infrastructure set-up and/or conducting of
programmes.

Under the Infrastructure Support Grant, the SE can proceed to the reimbursement
stage and apply for reimbursement upon completion of the full set-up and payment,
and once the outreach and allotment garden programming are functional. Once the
application for the reimbursement is approved, the grants will be disbursed to the SE.
The SE will be required to maintain the infrastructure and conduct outreach activities
for 5 years and annual checks will be conducted to ensure that the funded set-up is
maintained at a satisfactory level.

Under the Programming Support Grant, the SE can proceed to the reimbursement
stage and apply for reimbursement upon full completion of the programming target.
Once the application for reimbursement is approved, the grants will be disbursed to
the SE.

Do applicants need to submit audited Statement of Accounts?

For all Infrastructure Support Grant projects, applicants must engage an external auditor

and submit the audited Statement of Accounts, with the stated Terms of References. The
cost of engaging the auditor can be funded and should be included in the project budget

during application.

Are there any restrictions/criteria to be met for the sale of produce?

For production below 200kg per month, an SFA license is not required. However, SE will

still need to abide by Singapore Specification Benchmarks such as Clean and Green

Urban Farms (published by SFA) and Good Agricultural Practices (published by SFA).
For production above 200kg per month, a SFA license is required and SE will need to
meet all standards prescribed in SFA’s Good Agriculture Practice for Vegetable Farming
(GAP-VF).

14. Is the creation of micro-employment necessary to apply for the grant?


https://www.sfa.gov.sg/food-farming/food-farms/starting-a-farm

¢ Micro-employment for residents in the community, especially seniors and the less
privileged, will be encouraged but not mandated by the grant. This includes basic
gardening work such as landscape maintenance (e.g. seeding, weeding and
harvesting) and conducting of outreach programmes.

¢ In addition, SE is allowed to tap into other complementary financial support for
employment opportunities such as Open Door Programme (by Ministry of Social and
Family Development and Workforce Singapore) and Employment Support for
Persons with Disabilities (by Workforce Singapore and SkillsFuture Singapore)

15. Is there a minimum land area criteria to apply for the Infrastructure Support Grant?

There is no minimum land area criteria. However, SEs have to be successful tenders of
land identified for SECUF usage.

16. How much produce is NParks expecting the programme to generate?

The programme is primarily aimed at bringing the benefits of gardening and farming to
the heartlands, with emphasis on social wellbeing. Whatever produce is generated from
this programme will also go towards supporting our 30 by 30 food security goals.



