Comparison of Similar Looking Plants

Delonix regia and Peltophorum pterocarpum

Scientific name:
Delonix regia

Common name: Flamboyant tree
Family name: Fabaceae

Origin: Madagascar
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Scientific name:
Peltophorum pterocarpum

Common name: Yellow flame tree
Family name: Fabaceae

Origin: From Indo-China, Southeast
Asia to Australia
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Character comparison

Delonix regia

Peltophorum pterocarpum

Trunk e Grey and smooth

Light-grey and fissured

Twigs *  Young shoots have raised
lenticels

Young shoots have pale
raised lenticels, tomentose
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Character comparison

Delonix regia

Peltophorum pterocarpum

Foliage | * Bipinnate compound leaves,
feathery

* Leaflets oblong, 0.8-1.2 cm
(L) x 0.2-0.4 cm (W)

* Leaf-like stipules found on
young foliage

Bipinnate compound leaves
Leaflets oblong, 1-2 cm (L) x
0.3-1cm (W)

Small, linear stipules found
on leaf buds
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Character comparison

Delonix regia

Peltophorum pterocarpum

Flowers | °

Scarlet-red
PetaIs 4-6 cmiin Iength

Yellow
Petals 1.5-2.5 cm in length

Fruits

Brown to black when ripe,

strap-shaped, 30-70 cm (L) x

5-8 cm (W)

Split open when ripe
(dehiscent)

20-50 seeds, transversely
positioned in each pod

Purple-brown when ripe,
oblong-elliptic, 5-14 cm (L) x
2-3 cm (W), winged on edges
Do not split open
(indehiscent)

1-5 seeds, longitudinally
positioned in each pod
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Please visit our website florafaunaweb.nparks.gov.sg for more information.
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