Comparison of Similar Looking Plants

Heterotis rotundifolia, Melastoma malabathricum
and Tibouchina urvilleana

Scientific name: Heterotis rotundifolia Scientific name: Melastoma malabathricum

Common name: Spanish Shawl Common name: Singapore Rhododendron
Family name: Melastomataceae Family name: Melastomataceae
Origin: Tropical West Africa Origin: South and South East Asia

Scientific name: Tibouchina urvilleana
Common name: Glory Bush

Family name: Melastomataceae
Origin: Brazil
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Character comparison

Form

*Creeping herb, 0.15-0.3 m
tall

Foliage
*Ovate to ovate-lanceolate, 2 -6
cm long
*Smooth

*Lanceolate, 5—-12 cm long
*Smooth

*Lanceolate, 5—-10 cm long
* Hairy
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Character comparison

Flower Fruit
Heterotis * Magenta pink, about 4 cm * Ovoid to ellipsoid, covered with
rotundifolia across bristly hairs, about 1 cm across

b

4

Melastoma * Light to dark magenta-pink, 5
malabathricum | — 8 cm across

Tibouchina *Bright purple, 6 —10 cm
urvilleana across
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