Comparison of Similar Looking Plants

Magnolia champaca and Magnolia x alba
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Scientific name: Magnolia champaca Scientific name: Magnolia x alba
Common name: Champaca Common name: White Champaca
Family: Magnoliaceae Family: Magnoliaceae

Origin: India Origin: Cultivated hybrid
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Character Comparison

Magnolia champaca

Magnolia x alba

Form

* Upto40-50 m tall
*  Conical, compact crown

Up to 10-30 m tall
More open crown

Foliage

* Spirally arranged, ovate-
lanceolate to oblong-
lanceolate leaves (10-30
cm long, 4-10 cm wide)

* Leafstalk 1-4 cm long

Spirally arranged,
ovate-lanceolate to
oblong-lanceolate
leaves (15-35 cm
long, 5.5-16 cm wide)
Leaf stalk 1.5-5 cm
long
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Character Comparison

Magnolia champaca Magnolia x alba
Foliage «  Matte leaves with velvety *  Glossy leaves with smooth
Comparison underside (hairs more underside

dense along the midrib

and veins)

Stipule- * Longstipule-scar almostas | *  Short stipule-scar located
Scar long as the leaf stalk at the base of the leaf stalk
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Character Comparison

Magnolia champaca Magnolia x alba
Flower * Solitary flowers (4-5 cm * Solitary flowers (5 cm

wide) have an intense, wide) have a more subtle,

musky fragrance fruity fragrance

*  Flowers light yellow *  Flowers are white (no

turning to dark orange colour change)

(flowers of some wild *  Free-flowering, abundant

plants may remain light blooming

yellow)

*  Occasional flowering
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Fruit * Each flower produces a * Sterile hybrid does not
cluster of round to egg- produce fruit

shaped, light brown,
slightly woody fruit (called
a ‘follicle’, 1.5-3.5 cm long,
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Character Comparison
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