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Where one-storey buildings are installed with artificial heating
apparatus, a timbered floor is often necessary. This may be provided
with spaces for the passage of air, and be raised above the level of
the ground to enable steam or hot-air pipes to be laid and to create a
hot-air chamber in this region.

Light and Windows in Factories.

The bad effect of light on rubber, and the necessity of having
abundance of light in the machinery sections, necessitate the adoption
of a different arrangement in various parts of the factory. There can
hardly be too many windows near the engines and washing mills.
These should therefore be provided and constructed so as to open
inwards for draught purposes.

In the curing room, however, windows must either be supplied
with red glass, or curtains, to stop the chemical rays from reaching
the rubber, or with wooden or corrugated iron doors—which can be
opened from the inside to allow light to enter during inspection of the
rubber. It is necessary that the rubber in the curing room be fre-
quently inspected in order that the development of meoulds and
tackingss may be arrested in the initial stages; hence the desirability
of having even the curing room well supplied with light under control.

Doors and windows should, whenever possible, be made to close
on the inside in order that draughts of fresh air can enter the building
without check.—(India Rubber Journal.)

POTATOES AND JERUSALEM ARTICHOKES
FOR PIGS.

“ In his valuable work on “Pigs and their Management,” Mr. H.W.
Potts, Principal of the Hawkesbury College and Experiment Farm,
Richmond, New South Wiles, gives a chapter on “ Crops for Pigs.”
Amongst the roots and tubers he considers Jerusalem artichokes as
a most valuable food. Why this crop has been so much neglected
by Queensland pigbreeders is hard to understand, seeing that its
cultivation is simple and the vield of tubers considerable.

Concerning roots and tubers genecrally as pig-food, Mr. Potts
says that:—“All these, when fed continuously and exclusively to
pigs, have a lowering tendency on the digestive functions, but that this
is a matter which, in intelligent hands, can be controlled. The value
and importance, he says, of root crops for pigs, particularly in our
warm climate, are now widely recognised, in so far as they are used
only as a succulent and rclishable adjunct to other classes of food,
richer in protein, and containing less moisture. A normal
nutritive ratio mast be maintained, and the success of feeding
largely depends on the right interpretation of the balanced ration.
We find that many root crops form excellent aids to the standard
feeds.
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able soil, is difficult to eradicate. Enough tubers, as a rule, are left
each year te continue the crop; hence it is wise to set apart a per-
manent paddock for it, or the odd corners of a farm, or waste places
of little value for other crops may be used for growing artichokes.

“The plant is extremely hardy; it resists frost and drought.
Whilst the best crops are raised on good mellew loam, profitable
yields are secured on stiff clay lands, light sandy or gravelly soils. The
land is best suited where the drainage is good; in fact, any soil
suitable for potatoes will answer for artichokes. It is a crop that re-
quires little attention when it is established.

“The soil needs thorough cultivation. It should be deeply
ploughed about May or June. During the winter it may be harrowed.
occasionally, lightly reploughed about September, and well manured
as if for sweet potatoes. The tubers are then planted by dropping
them into furrows 3 ft. apart, with a space of 2 ft. between the tubers.
If the sets are small, plant whole, while large ones may be cut. Cover

by turning a furrow over them. About 4 cwt. of tubers will plant an
acre, -

“ The crop matures in five months. Should rain fall immediate--
ly after planting, the harrow may be run over the land to fine the
surface. This should be repeated when the plants are about 4 in.
high. It checks evapration, destroys, weeds, and will not injure the
crop. Later on, the cultivator should be kept moving between the-
rows about once a month.

“When the crop flowers and the tops droop and die, about A prik
or May, it is ready for harvesting. The average yield will be from
7 to 8 tons per acre.”

“Two varieties were tested at Hawkesbuiy College, and gave-
the following results :—

Jerusalem White ... 9 tons I cwt. per acre.
Jerusalem Pink .. 6 tons 16 cwt. per acre.

““ For feeding pigs it is best to turn them into the crop to root
out the tubers. It must be remembered that, where it is desired to-

continue the crop, the pigs should be removed before all the tubers
are eaten. ’

. Few foods are more relished by pigs. The tuber in the raw
state is very nutritious, more especially for pregnant sows, and also-

sows reduced in weight and condition after suckling and weaning
big litters.

“This class of food acts as a diuretic, or promotes a healthy
action of the kidneys in secreting urine; it relieves constipation and
stimulates liver function. One acre will support twenty sows from
four to six months. Young growing pigs evidence considerable
growth on being fed with them for a short period. The exercise
obtained in harvesting or rooting up the tubers has a beneficial
influence. Tt is especially notable that artichokes are very digestible..







