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On such properties, sites which are swampy, liable to flood, or un-
healthy, should be avoided. Itis often much cheaper to select a site
at some altitude, and pump water up to the factory, than to choose a
place convenient only for water and transport. In considering the
site in relation to transport, it should be borne in mind that carrying
the latex—which may contain more than 50 per cent. of water—to
the factory is more expensive than subsequent transport of dry rubber
to the nearest cart road. The selection of a site is also partly deter-
mined by the accessibility of the area for passengers and cart traffic,

‘proximity to a good, clean supply of water, exposure to wind, and the

character of the subsoil.

One difficulty frequently experienced, especially when artificial
heating apparatus is not employed, is that of getting a good supply
of cool air through the building. This defect is often due to the site
not being at a sufficient altitude and to the building being closely
surrounded by forest trees of the Hevea type.

Types of Factories Required.

The type of factory to be erected depends upon many conditions,
such as the amount of the crop and the methods of curing and

washing.

In order to meet crop requirements, care should be taken to
ensure that extensions can be easily and economically made from
time to time. This is particularly the case where small and similar
acreages comz into bearing regularly each year for many years in
succession. Where the whole of the area is in bearing, the building
need not provide for extensions to the same degree, though an annual
increase in yield per acre must be allowed for.

The method of curing also has a bearing on the type of factory
required. If vacuum driers are used, the size of the-factory can be
reduced. If artificial heating apparatus is provided the rubber is
dried more quickly, and less space is therefore required in the curing
section. The installation of heating apparatus, fans, etc., generally
necessitate the erection of a two-storey building. Smoking must also
be considered, though in many cases a separate building is erected
for this phase of the curing process. Frequently, however, the rub-
ber is smoked, while being cured, in a part of the factory permanently
set aside for this work.

 The kind of washing machine and position of shafting must also
be considered in the erection of the walls and floor of a factory.
There are some washing machines which have double or treble the
working capacity of others, and which demand comparatively less
space. Shafting, if overhead, may require wall brackets, which fre-
quently necessitate an entirely different construction. Floor shafting,
on the other hand, may be erected more or less irrespective of the
materials used in the construction of the building.
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Where one-storey buildings are installed with artificial heating
apparatus, a timbered floor is often necessary. This may be provided
with spaces for the passage of air, and be raised above the level of
the ground to enable steam or hot-air pipes to be laid and to create a
hot-air chamber in this region.

Light and Windows in Factories.

The bad effect of light on rubber, and the necessity of having
abundance of light in the machinery sections, necessitate the adoption
of a different arrangement in various parts of the factory. There can
hardly be too many windows near the engines and washing mills.
These should therefore be provided and constructed so as to open
inwards for draught purposes.

In the curing room, however, windows must either be supplied
with red glass, or curtains, to stop the chemical rays from reaching
the rubber, or with wooden or corrugated iron doors—which can be
opened from the inside to allow light to enter during inspection of the
rubber. It is necessary that the rubber in the curing room be fre-
quently inspected in order that the development of meoulds and
tackingss may be arrested in the initial stages; hence the desirability
of having even the curing room well supplied with light under control.

Doors and windows should, whenever possible, be made to close
on the inside in order that draughts of fresh air can enter the building
without check.—(India Rubber Journal.)

POTATOES AND JERUSALEM ARTICHOKES
FOR PIGS.

“ In his valuable work on “Pigs and their Management,” Mr. H.W.
Potts, Principal of the Hawkesbury College and Experiment Farm,
Richmond, New South Wiles, gives a chapter on “ Crops for Pigs.”
Amongst the roots and tubers he considers Jerusalem artichokes as
a most valuable food. Why this crop has been so much neglected
by Queensland pigbreeders is hard to understand, seeing that its
cultivation is simple and the vield of tubers considerable.

Concerning roots and tubers genecrally as pig-food, Mr. Potts
says that:—“All these, when fed continuously and exclusively to
pigs, have a lowering tendency on the digestive functions, but that this
is a matter which, in intelligent hands, can be controlled. The value
and importance, he says, of root crops for pigs, particularly in our
warm climate, are now widely recognised, in so far as they are used
only as a succulent and rclishable adjunct to other classes of food,
richer in protein, and containing less moisture. A normal
nutritive ratio mast be maintained, and the success of feeding
largely depends on the right interpretation of the balanced ration.
We find that many root crops form excellent aids to the standard
feeds.




