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THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL RUBBER
EXHIBITION.

There is much to commend the proposal of holding the Third
International Rubber Exhibition in New York during the current year
and it is gratifying 'to learn that what appeared to be lukewarm
interest in London and the East is being replaced by active support.
The India Rubber Journal of February 17 states that “ata special
meeting of the Rubber Growers' Association held at the London
Chamber of Commerce this week, it was resolved to present to the
New York Rubber Exposition, which opens in September next, a
series of-gold, silver and bronze medals for free competition open
at all the rubber plantation countries in the world exhibiting at the
exposition.”

“The condition of the competition is that at least one hundred-
weight of rubber—to be a commercial, not an exhibition, sample—
mustbe shown for each entry made, and planters are fo have the
privilege of making more than one entry if they wish.”

Every one will be aware that of all industries those pertaining to
agriculture are the slowest to mature, although the rapid develop-
ment of plantation rubber has been amazing, and where events have
moved so quickly it cannot be complained that the industry _ is.
suffering from a plethora of exhibitions; while the stimulus of the
preceding exhibitions have materially assisted development.

Writing on the scope and utility of the proposed exhibition
Mr. Pearson, Editor of The India Rubber World, says :—

“Steps have bzen taken to secure exhibits of crude rubber from
every rubber producing country in the world.
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There is also in process of formation an advisory committee,
made up of the most influential manufacturers, chemists, importers,
and scientists in every way connected with the trade.

There will be notable loan exhibits, European and American,
exhibits of laboratory and factory appliances, etc., etc.

There will be a series of conferences at which essays on various
subjects of interest to the trade will be read.

When one considers that the United States not only uses one half
of the world’s crude rubber, but manufactures much more than one
half of the world’s rubber goods; when one further considers the very
general interest that the press and the people of the country are to-
day evincing in rubber, it would appear that the exhibition was
timely. That it can be made broadly informing to every trade and
profession, to business organizations and to schools, goes without
saying, and Mr. Manders’ past record furnishes no reason to doubt
his complete grasp of the possibilities as well as his ability to carry
his plans through to a successful finish.”

A Rubber Exhibition in New York offers an opportunity to
planters to emphasise the real position of the present and prospec-
tive magnitude of plantation rubber in the East, which financial
statements showing the area under cultivation and the output of
rubber fail to convey, as is evidenced by the American manufacturers,
and delegates from Brazil, who have visited Singapore and the
Federated Malay States during the past few months.

Hitherto manufacturers (the real masters of the rubber market)
held large stocks of crude rubber, and this policy is slowly changing
in favour of forward contracts with estates. It only remains to
convince all manufacturers that the plantation industry is an estab-
lished one, and that the output of over 10,000 tons for Malaya during
1911 will be largely exceeded year by year. It would therefore be of
direct advantage to estates to earn a good name on the market.

Another advantage is offered, which should not be lost sight of,
by displaying plantation rubber in bulk, it furnishes an opportunity
of conveying to all concerned the improbability of synthetic rubber

replacing raw rubber. Synthetic rubber is a scientific fact so far as.

the laboratory is concerned, and it may not be long before the
commercial proposition is before the world. Rubber displayed in
bulk would be more convincing than figures. It could be seen what
the substitute would have to replace in both wild and cultivated raw
rubber, and also, what is usually forgotten, reclaimed rubber. Both,
governments and finauciers, might pause to think that rubber trees
can be brought into bearing in a few years, while turpentine, the base
of synthetic rubber and the product of fir trees, approach a century.
Two results are apparent, the gradual destruction of forests which
could not be replaced; the consequent increased price of turpentine,
and the improbability of producing synthetic cheaper than raw
rubber.

The converse of synthetic rubber is overproduction of plantation
rubber—also a possibility. Outside Malaya there is more real acti-
vity in planting rubbers at the present time than at any previous
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"ts expected to be 1arge1y exportecl Memco expects
output m the near future

31 tse.lf 'at the forthcommﬂr exh1b1t10n of studymg the
n in all its latest developments.
for the co*up tltlon close on August I and are to be

: ‘.ollowmg suggestions are made from expvnence and to avmd_
‘and save delay :
1. All cases of exhibits should be fastened by screws and
not nails. Nailed cases frequently s_pht and are spoﬂed
N for returnmg
AT 2. The name of the estates, settlement or state, should be
' stencilled or printed on 2 or 3 faces of the case. Con-
cignee’s address on top of case.
3. Cases to be returned should have the addresses prmted
- on a board and screwed face downwards on top of the
B ease when consigned to NeW York.
4. Full instructions ; . if for con1pet1tiou description of
~ coatents; number of cases; weight of rubber; whether
oﬂ’ered for sale or to be':igtumed address for returnmg,
should be communicated to the local secretary, or dnect
to the Commissioner.
Instructions should not be enclosed in the cases of rubber.
Instructions, part to local secretary or Connmsswner,
and part to agent or friend, should be avoided.
7. Cases should be numbered and contents described on
 case, as well as mentioned with instructions.
natter is receiving the attention of Government, and it oaly
1S for | ons to come forward with rubber in bulk to place
nt of rubber producing countries. '

B DER-RY. 3

IPECACUANHA

(Jf%ephaelas Ipecacuanha)

f rubber have so absorbad the attention of
that only occasional enquiry is made of
_economic plants, paruculariy drugs, the

ly and a fasunatmg, price is best ‘measured
p




