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"ts expected to be 1arge1y exportecl Memco expects
output m the near future

31 tse.lf 'at the forthcommﬂr exh1b1t10n of studymg the
n in all its latest developments.
for the co*up tltlon close on August I and are to be

: ‘.ollowmg suggestions are made from expvnence and to avmd_
‘and save delay :
1. All cases of exhibits should be fastened by screws and
not nails. Nailed cases frequently s_pht and are spoﬂed
N for returnmg
AT 2. The name of the estates, settlement or state, should be
' stencilled or printed on 2 or 3 faces of the case. Con-
cignee’s address on top of case.
3. Cases to be returned should have the addresses prmted
- on a board and screwed face downwards on top of the
B ease when consigned to NeW York.
4. Full instructions ; . if for con1pet1tiou description of
~ coatents; number of cases; weight of rubber; whether
oﬂ’ered for sale or to be':igtumed address for returnmg,
should be communicated to the local secretary, or dnect
to the Commissioner.
Instructions should not be enclosed in the cases of rubber.
Instructions, part to local secretary or Connmsswner,
and part to agent or friend, should be avoided.
7. Cases should be numbered and contents described on
 case, as well as mentioned with instructions.
natter is receiving the attention of Government, and it oaly
1S for | ons to come forward with rubber in bulk to place
nt of rubber producing countries. '

B DER-RY. 3

IPECACUANHA

(Jf%ephaelas Ipecacuanha)

f rubber have so absorbad the attention of
that only occasional enquiry is made of
_economic plants, paruculariy drugs, the

ly and a fasunatmg, price is best ‘measured
p
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by the possible demand for the product and the probable extent of its
cultivation,

~ At the present time enquiry is_again being made respecting
Ipecacuanha, and considering the consumption and consequent
demand for the drug, the limited sources of supply, its slow reproduc-
tion and cultivation, there does appear a prospect for further
development. In most instances, however, enquiry is based on the
suitability of the plant for a Catch-crop, and the object of this note
is to indicate its inadaptability for cultivation under such conditions.

Cephaelis Ipecacuanha is a dwarf, half shrubby, shade loving
plant indigenous to many parts of Brazil, and sparsely in New
Granada and probably Bolivia. It was first introduced to Europe
about 1830 and to India 30-40 years later. Ipecacuanha is prepared
from the dried roots of the plant which are exported from Brazil,
Cartagena, Selangor and Johore, and India (an analysis showing the
relative value of the commercial drug from the first three countries
mentioned is published in the Agricultural Bulletin p. 364, Vol. 8.)
Its cultivation—owing to its specml reqmrements—ls still limited
‘while the demand for the drug is increasing.

Bentley and Trimen describe the process of collection in Brazil
as follows :—*“ The roots of the Ipecacuanha plant are collected more
or less all the year round, but less during the rainy season from the
difficulty then experienced in drying them properly. The collectors
are called Poayeros from the Brazilian name Poaya by which this
plant is known. A Poayero collects the roots by grasping in one
hand as many stems as he is able, and with the other he pushes a
pointed stick obliquely with a sez-saw motion in the ground beneath
the plants, by which he is able to pull up a lump of earth with the
inclosed roots in an almost unbroken state. The earth is then shaken
from the roots which are placed in a bag brought for that purpose,
and the same process is repeated with other plants. When the
Poayera pulls up the roots, he breaks them at certain points, and
from these broken parts of the roots which are left in the soil, young
plants are subsequently produced, and thus the total destruction of
the plant is avoided.”

In the East the plant is reproduced by root cuttings (so far as [
know it does not seed locally, but where well matured plants are
available old enough to flower, seeds could be produced by artificial
fertilization) but such cuttings are not easy to establish, and if the
root is subdivided into numerous cuttings due protection to prevent
loss from excessive damp is necassary. On virgin soils, or where
there is a depth of vegetable humus and the situation is moist and
shady, the plant grows well whan establishel but the properties of
the root deteriorate with continuzd cultivation. Such dcterioration
might be minimised, if not avoi led, by mulching with leaf-soil and
burnt-earth, especially burnt-humus, as the lima c¢ontained in burnt-
earth and applied in tii; frrm, although the proportion is small, is
easy of absorption. Careful cultivation is necessary as the alkaloid
cr active principal of the drug, oaly amosunts to about I per cent. of
the root.




:""—_azlhan plant is variable in habit, and the Cartagena o
an variety is distinct and of less commercial value.

. R. DERRY.'

Bureau of Plant Industry of the U S. Depart-
has been supplied with the following informa-

12, and this we publish from the “Oil Paint and Drug
cac, a traﬂmg plant thrives best in clay soil along the
S, Whlle 1t requlres a great deal of molsture, it cannot

it ._-reglons where the ramfall is abundant but where the
do nﬂt overﬂow.

The plant is
B undance from near the head-wate1s of thls river ;
th extends to a distance of several miles on each side of the
Iso to the more important tributaries of the Sinu, the
, Verde and Manso rivers. In regions where the water is
uch as the valleys of the Atrato, the plant though found

plant is up-rooted and the thin and soft rootlets are thrown
these d:scarded rootlets serve as a means of reproduction,
g in a year well-developed plants hdvmg valuable roots of
The present demand for ipecac is good, for the average

agena is about $1.80 per Ib. and $2.20 per lb can be
n some of the foreign markets for the dry roots. The
demand is espeually strong France paying from I0c. to

in can be obfained in the United States. The total
of ipecac from this port during the calendar year IQIO
0_14,18I kilos. The area from which Cartagena ipecac
is very extensive and somewhat scattered, though by
the most important region is that of the Sinu River and its
buta It is thought that the land actually covered by the plant
] n “several hundred square miles, though any attempt at
stlmate would be useless. A relatwely small amount

r than either of them 0 Cartagem, _called San Omfre.
t an object of cultivation in Columbia, though there is,
1y it should not be, except the fact that it is found wild
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.merican Consul at Cartagena regarding the cultivation

rowth and is of an inferior quality. 1In gathering ipecac '




