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If, however, the tip of such a tree be removed until firm
obtained (usually about 6 inches) some ten days before
.;the axillary buds will have become plump and active.
ay then be carried out with much less danger of checking
rth of the tree and almost immédiately continue its growth.
subsequent lateral branches must be pruned or removed
o the purposes the tree is desired to fulfil, but in order that
be as little waste of sap as possible, they should be removed
quite young.
namental and flowering shrubs require frequent pruning. In
ase of the former, sufficient only should be removed to preserve
hape of the shrub unless it has become scraggy, when severe
ng is necessary. For the latter the secateurs may be used fre-
and more drastic treatment may be given them.
‘The pruning of flowering shrubs can be done immediately the
"ﬂowers have faded but the best and most favourable time to do so is
at the commencement of the rainy season. They may then
ve a severe pruning without causing so great a check as when
e at any other time of the year.
When a shrub or tree has been pruned, it should immediately
sive a liberal dressing of manure, either by mulching or by digging
ightly into the soil. Well decayed leaves and old cow-manure
‘mixed together is the most suitable manure for this purpose.
- The following list comprises a few Ornamental and flowering
1ts which require such pruning :—Acalyphas ; Angelonia salicarae-
lia ; Aristolochias (a few); Beloperone oblongata; Bougainvilleas:;
runfelsia ; Clerodendrons; Congeas; Crossandra; Daedalacanthus ;
nta ; Eranthemum (except E. Malaccensis); Cryptostegia; Excae-
bicolor ; Galphimia glauca; Graptophyllum (Caricature plant);

selms Sanchezia nobilis ; Panax frut:cosus( all va:s) Strobdanthes
Ilr_enan_us Tecoma stans ; Thunbergia erecta;and Wormias.

- ni J. W. ANDERSON.

~_ IN UNKNOWN PAPUA.

: MR. STANIFORTH SMITH’S TOUR.
.Y London, Feb. 16.,

Mr. Staniforth Smith, Administrator of the Territory of Papua,
-ﬂlls week befure the Royal Geograplncal Socnety on his

; _nota_ble _results of his adventures whlch prove that the
. consisting of huge up-raised coral beds has a larger
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The Natives.

The description of the country given postulates a somewhat
sparse population over this elevated portion of the Western Division.
At Sambregi, immediately to the north-west of Mount Murray, are a
cluster of villages with an aggregate population of about 1,000 pcople.
Throughout our trip we saw only one other village of any size, which
we reached on December 27th. This was on a large tributary of
the Kikor flowing south of east. In every other instance the tribe
or clan lived in one communal dwelling, varying in dimensions
according to the size of the community, and capable of housing from
ten to seventy people. These dwellings, especially the smaller ones,
are generally hidden away or perched on steep ridges, that are
not easy of access, probably from motives of defence. The popu-
lation of this area of elevated land is estimated at 15,000 inhabitants,
or about one and a quarter persons to every square mile.

The native inhabitants of the interior do not appear to be a
homogeneous people; racial distinctions are apparent that seem to
indicate a mingling of Papuans and Papuo-Melanesians, to use
the terminology of Dr. Seligmann. Some of the inhabitants of a
village were dark-skinned, dolichocephalic men, with wiry frames and
somewhat sleader limbs, and, in disposition, rather morose and
anemotional. In not a few instances the somewhat prominent nose
was arched, presenting the appearance of the so-called Semitic
type. Other villagers again were unusually light skinned —
more the colour of a Samoan. The high altitude might accen-
tuate this. I was unable to obtain the cephalic indices of
any of the natives, as they were very shy, and we could not
afford to make a long stay anywhere. The faces of the light-skinned
men were broader and shorter than their darker neighbours, their
limbs stouter, and thev appear to be more vivacious and intelligent,
and also to be fonder of ostentation in the shape of ornaments and
paint. The Melanesian migration into New Guinea is believed to
have advanced along the north-east coast as far as Cape Nelson,
where their progress was stoppad by the warlike Binandili tribes ;
and along the southern coast till they reached the populous villages
of the Gulf country. It is, however, not yet known how far the im-
migrant race penetrated inland. Certain of the inhabitants of
the main range near the Gap, at Mount Albert Edward, and
on the Chirima, as well as in the neighbourhood of Mount Yule,
are lighter skinned and broader headed than the Papuan, and it
is possibible that the Melanesians have gradually diffused themselves
inland along the southern slopes of the main range, where the
original inhabitants were few in number, and therefore less able to
successfully resist the advance. The greatest obstacle would be the
natural features of the country, which would necesitate very slow pro-
gress. This might account for ths marked distinction in physical
characteristics which have not yet been obliterated by wiscegenation.
The light skinned people were nearly always in a minority. Mr. J.
P. Thompson, in his book, ‘British New Guinea,’” speaks of the
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“remarkably light bronze colour,” of some of the natives of the up-
per Fly river.

I obtained a small vobabulary—principally substantive nouns—
from the Sambregi tribes, immediately to the northwest of Mount
Murray, in the hope that it would contain sufficient information to
enable philologists to determine if the ldnguage was Papuan or Mela-
nesian; unfortunately, this was lost with all other papers in the
Kikor river.

By exercising great forbearance and patience, we were fortu-
nately successful in making friends with these bushmen everywhere.
As they had never seen white men before, our arrival caused great
excitement. At the first small communal dwellings we reached they
all turned out with their bows and arrows, and stood shouting their
war cries. They naturally thought we were a marauding party, and
naturally, and rightly they were prepared to defend their wives and
children and homes. While they were in this condition of extreme
excitement our party sat down, and, although our arms were ready
for any emergency, appeared to take no notice of them, except to
hold up some red cloth. They then retired. and, when some presents
were sent up to the house, we found that they had all fled, the hostile
demonstration being probably to allow the women and children time
to get away into the jungle. Great care was taken that nothing was
touched, and a tomahawk, a knife, and some red cloth were left in
the house. Not seeing them return, we started on our march next
morning, and in the afternoon were overtaken by the natives, who,
when they found that we had no desire to hurt them, evinced the
greatest joy, and made us presents of food. After that for some
days we experienced little trouble in establishing friendly relations
with the natives we met. Possibly, by some bush telegraphy they
had notified the other tribes that we had no desire of injuring them.
In many instances the friendship of the natives was of great service:
to us. Not only were we able to buy food, but they showed us native
tracks, and, in one instance, took the whole party over a wide river
in their canoes.

The inhabitants of the Sambregi villages were particularly
interesting as they live at an elevation of 6,000 feet above the sea-
level, the highest elevation, I believe, of any Papuans so far visited.
The physique of some of the young men was magnificent, the Kagi
men of the main range approaching most closely to them in this.
respect. While the tracks between the villages of Sambregi were in
wretched repair, and the houses below the standard of native dwellings
in Papua, these people excelled in drainage schemes. The gardens
in the rich low-lying portions of the valley are drained into the Sam-
bregi creek by water channels varying in depth with the contour of
land. In some cases the drains are as much as 8 feet in depth ; no
water lodges in them, and they are kept in excellent repair. With
the exception of the native irrigation channels near Dogura in the
Eastern Division, in no other part of the territory do the natives
show such knowledge of channel construction. Although it is most
























