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Abstract 

.\n i~nno ta t cd  check-lrst of lhe nat ive  a r~c l  r~;ituralizcd wsculnr plant \pccics ol Perlrnsular 
\lai;~ysia and ~ h c  Kcpuh l~c  ot Singapore IS prescnlcd. The calaloguc includcs irnporlant synonyms. a 
brief description and nolcs o n  thc hahila! and dislribution of  each species. 

Introduction 

There has been no attempt, at least in recent times. to  bring together the 
vascular plant Clora o l  the Malay Peninsula in a single publi>tied list. Ridley 
completed publication oC his Florlr c!f tlw hltrlro, Penirr.srrlit in 1925, which did not 
include the pteridophyteb, though he published lists of the I'el-ns and fcrn allies 
elsewhere (Ridley 1908, 1919. 1926). Our  taxonomic understanding of the plants 
of this area has improved greatly since Ridlcy complctcd his monumental flora: 
many lamilies have been t rea ted  in Florrr Mlrlesirrrrtr. the trees have heen 
monographed in the Cour volumcs of the 7'rw Florrr 0.f  Mallrxlr. books containing 
authoritativc treatments of the t'crns, grasses and orchids (Holttum 1961. lOhS. 
Gilliland 1971. Scidenladcn & Wood 1992) have appeared. and countless articlcs 
in t;~xonomic journals I-e\-ising different groups have been published. Over the last 
seventy years many new species have bccn described, nomenclatural mistakes 
have been corrected. true identities discerned and gcncric and famil!; liniits 
redefincd. The information rcg;~rding these changes is spread across a vast rid  ray 

ol literature. not easily available in the area o l  the flora itself. 1 believe one 
solution to  this problem is a ncw catalogue o f  the vascular plants o f  the Malay 
Peninsula which contains 1-elerenccs to the important. but disparate, l i t e r a t ~ ~ r c  
relevant to the Malayan flora. A complete llora with Cull keys and descriptions 
would undoubtedly be even more useful, but such a work would take many years 
and considerable resources to  complete. In the interim the catalogue will direct 
the reader to the places where the sort of information a llora would contain can 
be found. 

Area Covered 

The Malay Peninhula is the extension oC Continental Asia pointing southward 
froni Indochina which divides the Andaman Sea and the Strait o f  Malaccu froni 
the South China Sea. Politically, the Peninsula includes the territory of Thailand 



and hlalaysia. Most of the Malay Peninsula has an everwet tropical climate and 
s u p p o r t f l r ~ p i c i ~ l  rain f o l u !  \ tgetation.  The  norlhern part is climatically more 
seasonal anel the Is thn~us  of Kra is considered lo he the site of an ecotone betwccn 
the c\crgrecn arid pcrinclically deciduous forests (Whitmorc 1075!. This houndarj- 
is also an important phy logeo~raph ic  one.  and reprc icnt i  one  of the main 
demarcation knot\ defining ~ h c  flosistic region known as Mulcsia (van Steenis 
INS) .  While a small part of hlalesia is found in thc Par south of Thailand. thcre 
are consiclerable problems encountered in trying to localize botanical collcctions 
in this area. 'To simplify this matter, the current catalogue has taken tlic horclcr 
hctween Mala!.sia and Thailand as the northern limit for inclusion. Therefore 
sc \ e~-a l  species. such as L>irli.s.vritltlrrr fk i t~rt~let i  R i d .  and Prrlahorw 1ritic~if))liri (Ridl.) 
B.1,. Hustt. that were incl~~decl by Ridlcy in his flora. have been omitlcd becauhi. 
the!- havc yet to  be recorded from Peninsular Malaysia or  Singapore. 

The  island of Sinyapore nestles in the tip of the Peninsula. and hecause of 
historic ant1 biogeographic affinities i t  appears reasonable to  include the Republic 
of Singapore in the cataloyu~..  Simil;~rl!. all the ol7sho1-e islands that arc parl 01' 
the terl-itor!, of the eleven states that makc up P c ~ i i n ~ ~ ~ l a r  Malaysia arc included us 
\ \ . ~ l l .  

Species Included 

S p x i e s  of vascular plant  ha\^ been included in llic catalogue i f  they are 
lwlicvccl to cxist as sell-sustainins populations in the wild of Peninsular Malavsia 
o r  Singaporc. An attempt has been made t o  distinguish between nati\,c and 
naturalized species. hut for some particularly weeds. i t  is difficult to  be certain o f  
their true origins. Specics only founcl in culti\ation, or  rccordcd a\  rarc cscapcs 
arc oniittcd. 

Classification System and Order of Presentation 

I havc I'nIIowed Brummit (1002)  for thc classification of the I'Iol-a. stsictly 
for the delimitation of familks. and  \\.it11 only a fen esccptions for the recognition 
of yenera. The 'Kew System' has the advantage of beins one  01' the few t11~1t 
includes p~criclophytcs :IS well as .~pcrmatopliytfi .  and is also fairly conscwative. 
Thc I'lol-a is l'irst divided into the traclitional major groups which are prcscntcd in 
the ordcr: fern-allies. ferns. synnospcrrns, dicols and monocots. Within each major 
$soup. tlic Saniilics are give11 in alphahetical order. with gencra and specics listed 
for e x h  in alphahetical order also. Reforc thc catalogue proper. a conspectus of 
gcnel-a I-ecognizeil for each I'amily is presented in the same order as in the catalogue. 
with some summary statistics of tlic nunibcrs ol' species in each gcnu\ and the 
numbcr of gcnera and species in each family. 

Infraspecific t a m  down to  the rank ol variety are inclucled in the catalogue. 
Taxa helow this rank. such as forma. arc oniittcd. A binomial implies the type 
suhspccies or  variet!.. hut should not be takcn as a dcfinitivc statement o n  this 
matter. 



Species Entry Format 

The entl-y in the catalogue for each species can be summarized as follows: 

code number accepted name. rcfercncc; . s ! ~ i l o i ~ ! . t ~ r .  reference: 
description: habitat: disli-ibution: biogcog~-;rphic t a t u s .  

code nunlher 
Each taxon is rcfcrrcd to by a code (e.g. 57.1.12) of lhrcc nurtihers scparalcd 

I>y stop\. l ' lic i'irsl number refers lo thc ramil\. the second the genus and  (he third 
the species. When a species is rcprewnted hq more than onc infraspccific ( ;nun  
tlicn each is sepal-atel!, rcfcrrcd lo by sufl'~xed letters beginning from a .  

accepted name 
l 'he  taxonomic:rlly col-recl name is given In hold type at (he start of cach 

entry. Generic nanrch arc spcllccl in line wilh Brummit (1992) and at-c t i ~ k t ' t ~  to 
follow (he gender indicatt-d I>y Grcutcr er t r l .  (iLN.?r. Authors arc :tbhrevialcd 
following Rrummitt i111cl Powcll (1942) .  

references 
;ICtcr cach taxon name comes one or more rci'c.rcnccs to its use. generally 

includin3 one that contains an adequate dcscription oi the species. Each refcrcnce 
consists of a refcrcncc code and the page numher on which the name in queslion 
is eniployed. The rcfcrcncc code leads to the appropriate full entl-y in the list of 
references. I makc no apology i'or not ahhrcviating the bibliography en11-ics. hecause 
I know from hiller experience that the much-abridgcd references of man!. 
lasoiron~ic work\ arc often very dil'licult lor those with liinilcd librill-!. rcsc)urccs to 
track clown and ohtain copies. Several important works are ahhreviatccl wparatcly. 
as g i ~ c n  at the S L ~ I - t  oC the list. 

description 
A very brief description is given for most spccics. gcncrally consisting of a n  

indication of life-forrn and some measure o f  size at niaturity. 

habitat 
The g e n e ~ a l  h<11>1lnt ot the \pcc~es  is gikcn, ottcn being  educed to low1,ind 

(01 hill. or  monlanc) forc\t 

distribution 
The distribution of each spccics within Malaya is summari~ccl .  Wherever 

pus ible  this 15 done by listing the stales ( the  clcvcn states of Peninsular Malaysia 
and the Republic 01' Singaporcj from which the spccics has been recordcd. T o  
save space the states have been given stirndard irhhreviiltic)11s and arc listed in a 
standard scqucncc that rellects a nor t I~- tc~-soul l~  progression of the approximale 
geographic centres of the tcrrilories concerned. The abbreviations and order arc 
as follows: 

Ps = Pcrlis 
Kd - Kedah 



Pn = Pcnang (Pulau Pinang) 
Kl = Kelantan 
Tg = Trengganu (Tel-engganu) 
Pk = Perak 
Ph = Pahang 
SI = Sclangor 
NS = Negeri Sembilan 
MI = Malacca (Melaka) 
Jh = Johore (Johor) 
Sp = Singapore (Singapura) 

When a sprees  is only known from one or two locations. these are given 
w ~ t h  the tollowing standard abbreviations: 

P. = Pulau (Lsland) 
Bt = Bukit (Hill) 
Gg = Gunung (Mount) 
Sg = Sungci (River) 
F.R. = Forest Reserve 

Biogeographic status 
Endemic specie\. i.c. those not known from areas outside Malaya: are 

indicated as such at the end of their entry. Taxa that arc naturalized havc this 
infornmtion at the end of their entry together with an indication of their geographic 
origins where this is known. 

Concluding Remarks 

My main reason for embarking on the compilation of Lhis calalsgue was the 
hope that i t  would prove useful to people interested in thc plants of the Malay 
Peninsula, and maybe surrounding areas as well. 1 havc attcmptcd to  makc thc list 
as accurate as possible, and am extrcmely grateful to a number of experts (scc 
acknowledgements) in various plant groups who have critically scrutinized various 
preliminary drafts. Ultimately. I must accept responsibility for a n y  errors the work 
contains, and would be grateful to have them pointed out to me. 

The perception gained from wading through the literature on the Malayan 
tlora is that by thc gcncral standards ol' the humid tropics this area has a w r y  
well-known flora. Yet. the catalogue contains many undcscribcd species. and new 
species are being described regularly despite the relatively few botanists working 
on the flora. It is evident that a lot of work still needs to be conducted before cvcn 
the basic inventory of the botanical resources of the Malay Peninsula is complele. 
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